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From advertisers:From advertisers:
"The quality of content is extremely high, 
and we are pleased to continue to work 
with Country Gardener! Our customers 
regularly pick up a copy to enjoy."
BEN THOMPSON, DIRECTOR 
- GARSONS GARDEN CENTRES

"We have advertised in Country Gardener 
magazine for many years. Our customers 
pick up the free copies and tell us they 
love to read the varied plant and garden 
related articles and obviously browse the 
products & business advertising allowing 
them to indulge their love of gardens and 
gardening. We hope our association with 
the magazine and its friendly, helpful 
staff will continue well into the future".
PETER TOMS, OWNER 
- FARNBOROUGH GARDEN CENTRE

"We have been advertising different 
products with Country Gardener for 10 
years this year. It’s a very informative and 
interesting magazine and works well for us. 
The Country Gardener team are great to 
work with, always helpful and never pushy."
BRIAN JOHNSTON, OWNER 
- ALL WEATHER CANOPIES (SW) LIMITED

From readers:From readers:
"Your excellent magazine kept me sane 
and happier throughout the lockdown 
and has kick started what I know will be 
a long association with gardening."
ANNIE WOODHOUSE, BARNSTAPLE

"Your magazine is by far the most 
consistent and balanced gardening 
magazine I have come across. I look 
forward to it so much."
JENNIFER SUTCLIFFE, PORTISHEAD

"I was so upset recently not to be able to 
get hold of my copy of Country Gardener 
which has become something of an old 
friend. It is so popular at my local garden 
centre they often run out. My daughter 
has bought me a subscription as a gift 
so worries over."
EDNA CUTHBERT, LISS

"Just a lovely magazine - don’t know 
what we’ve done to deserve it. Please 
keep publishing it, it is so much loved."
JESSY PERKS, CHELTENHAM
  
From garden clubs:From garden clubs:
"We pick up our copies from the local 
garden centre and when they are spotted 
at our meetings everyone pounces on 
them. Our members couldn’t be without 
your magazine."
PORTISHEAD GARDENING CLUB



Statistics in this Media Pack are based 
on the 2018 Readership Survey.
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Turn your shed roof into a garden; Florence fennel; The boom in beekeeping; Ethical garden designing; Opening time for more NGS 
gardens; The return of great gardening days out; Gardening news and events throughout Devon; Composting solutions

More inside:More inside:

Towering 
infernos

Handsome hollyhocks can 
dominate your summer garden

DevonDevon

www.countrygardener.co.uk Issue No 192 MAY 2021 FREE

Quality Verandas, Carports & Glass Rooms
A must have for that perfect outdoor living experience

Aluminium Powder Coated with Stainless Steel Fixings 
10 Year Guarantee with a Minimum 25 year life expectancy 
Phone today for a FREE brochure or informal chat with Brian

01647 432321  www.allweathercanopies.co.uk 
Covering the South West - Chagford, Devon TQ13 8JU

CotswoldsCotswolds

www.countrygardener.co.uk Issue No 173 March 2021 FREE

Spring blossom; Growing perfect tomatoes; It’s pruning month; Sowing wildflowers; Robot mowers; Novice mistakes in the garden; 
Gardening news throughout the Cotswolds; The best of 2021 vegetables

IT’S  
ALMOST 
HERE!
How to make the best 
of this long awaited 
spring in your garden

More inside:More inside:

PLUS  
THE INSIDE STORY OF  composting

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK - Tues-Sat: 9am - 5pm  Sun: 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Call and Collect and Home Delivery Services available
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Farnborough 
Garden Centre 

AT THE GARDEN LOVERS GARDEN CENTRE

On A423 Southam Road, Nr. Farnborough, Banbury OX17 1EL. Tel: 01295 690479

Prepare for SpringPrepare for Spring

www.farnboroughgardencentre.co.uk

A traditional garden centre that focusses on providing quality plants, garden products & giftware

As a freelance gardener you get used to adapting to the changing 

whims and fancies of your clients and most things I can take in my 

stride. But when my best clients whose garden I have lovingly tended 

for almost twenty years announced they were getting a robot mower, 

I thought my days were numbered.

As they had a large garden with lots of grass, much of my time was 

taken up with mowing, either with the ride-on mower in the orchard 

or the roller mower for the formal lawns. But we agreed I would carry 

on for a year and see what difference the robot made to my workload. 

The robot arrived, and a problem emerged right away - it didn’t like 

neat edges to flowerbeds. Now I must admit I’m an edge man, and like 

to keep a neatly-cut edge to beds and borders, but the robot stops a 

few inches short of the edge, pauses, and turns away. So I have to get 

the roller mower out and go round all the edges separately.

On the plus side though, the robot mowed all day every day come 

rain or shine, so when it would have been too wet to get the mowers 

out, robot just carried on regardless. However, the robot was 

constantly getting stuck in the mud in the orchard, and had to be 

rescued and taken home to its charging point to recover.

This was when I discovered the joys of the robot mower app. The 

mower suppliers had installed it on my phone, and not only did it 

alert me when the mower was stuck, it also showed me on a Google 

Earth photomap where exactly it was in the garden. I also discovered 

I could use the app to alter the height setting of the cutting blades, 

and even park it if I thought it needed a rest – all from the comfort of 

my armchair at home!

Spring arrived bringing drier weather, but it also brought the 

moles. Every year they tunnel their way across the lawn, but apart 

from having to level the molehills with a spade before mowing 

they hadn’t been a major problem. But they were a problem for the 

robot. It wouldn’t accept this alien intrusion on its patch, and would 

obstinately push away at it until its blades finally got caked in earth 

and refused to rotate. Cue another rescue operation. 

Spring also brought the weeds, and much of my time was spent 

weeding and tidying the beds and borders (and edging of course). 

But strangely, whenever I settled down to a bit of tidying, the robot 

would appear out of nowhere and insist on mowing right where I was 

working. Much as I appreciated its company, it didn’t like me leaving 

tools on the ground or parking the wheelbarrow in its way, so I would 

finally give in and press the big red STOP button on its back, and it 

would sit there sullenly watching me until I had finished.

Summer came and went, and we sort of settled down to a routine of 

working together.

Soon the apples ripened in the orchard and 

fell to the ground, and the robot definitely 

doesn’t like apples. It would headbutt them, 

roll them, slice them, anything but go round 

them, but mostly it managed to find its way 

past them and move on.

Then came the leaves falling. In previous 

years I would mostly rely on the mowers to 

pick them up, with just the occasional bit of 

raking if they got too thick on the ground. 

Finally winter arrived and the grass stopped 

growing, and I could breathe a huge sigh 

of relief as the robot was taken away for its 

annual service, and winter hibernation.

So looking back on our first year together, 

the lawns still took up a lot of my time one way or another, but then 

the grass has been kept short and neat all season regardless of the 

weather. There is no doubt robot mowers are the way forward, and 

most large gardens will have them in the not-too-distant future. They 

are quiet, non-polluting, and you don’t have to pay them to mow the 

lawn. 

But they can’t do stripes like the traditional roller mower, 

and they won’t give you neat edges to your flowerbeds!.

‘My year living with a robot mower’

Grenville Sheringham finds that being in his armchair and giving instructions to his robot 

mower more than compensates for lack of stripes and tidy edges on the lawn!

“Soon the apples ripened in the orchard and fell, 

and the robot definitely doesn’t like apples. It would headbutt them, roll them, slice them, anything but go round them.”

JOBS FOR THE MONTH

The most important       March jobs IN THE GARDEN 

Sowing and growing in the cutting garden 
March is the time for sowing your hardy annual seeds 
under cover. If you have a greenhouse, windowsill or 
conservatory, you can sow nearly everything when it comes 
to hardy annuals.
You can sow some half-hardy annuals too, but wait until 
the middle of the month when the light levels are better 
and the nights are less cold.It’s also that time to sow perennials. Pinch out tips of 

winter-sown sweet peas to encourage side-shoots.Prepare areas in flowerbeds ready for direct sowing hardy 
annuals in later March through to April.The end of the month is the time for mass pricking out of 

annual seedlings. Transplant everything that has formed 
its true leaves (recognisably like that of the parent plant) 
into their own individual pot. Take care to get right below 
each baby plant and lift out the whole of its root with a 
dibber or stiff label. Handle everything by its leaves, not 
the stem, which bruises very easily.

Start early when it comes to weed controlAs temperatures rise, weeds spring up. The key to control is to tackle weeds fast. Once they flower and 

set seed, your problem will become worse. Organic weedkillers are widely available and use natural 

ingredients to bump-off unwanted invaders. You can also use a hoe or hand-weed but make sure to tease out as 

many of the roots as possible.

Invest time in your soilGood soil structure is the key to growing healthy vigorous plants. If your soil 

is still wet from winter rains, avoid walking or standing on it until it’s had a 

chance to dry out. Use planks to spread your weight.
Spread compost, well-rotted manure or other soil- improvers. Organic material in the soil 

will stimulate the billions of micro-organisms that maintain health and fertility.
If you know you have a patch which won’t be cultivated until later in the summer, sow a 

green manure to benefit the soil. Fenugreek or Phacelia tanacetifolia will germinate this 

month. The former gives the soil a quick fertility boost; the latter will provide beautiful blue 

flowers loved by pollinators.Give your compost heap a ‘spring turn’ to aerate and stimulate the contents. 
March is also a good month to empty out any ready compost. Store in bags ready for use 

around the garden where needed.If you have a worm bin, it can be put outside at the end of the month.

Mulch your 
borders
March is the perfect time to mulch your borders, as long as the soil is wet. Mulch acts as a barrier against weeds, can provide nutrients, keeps the soil moist and insulates roots from the cold.Before you start, make sure you have thoroughly weeded the bed and that you have sufficient mulching material – this could be leaf mould, compost, well-rotted manure or bark chippings. Always leave a gap around the stem of plants. 

5

1

March signals the start of spring but there’s no need to panic about what needs to be done. 

Selecting the key jobs and making sure you can manage the coming growing season is the priority. 

4
Control slugs
Slugs come out in force as tender, young shoots emerge 
in spring. Molluscs become active when warmer weather 
arrives, so it’s worth stepping up slug patrols. Physical 
barriers can be made around plants – packs of granules are 
available at garden centres that slugs hate slithering across. 
Slugs can be caught in beer traps, too, which are set in soil 
and filled with lager, leading gastropods to a tipsy death. 
Beware the slugs when new growth is susceptible, and use 
pellets judiciously and only where necessary. Always use an 
organic pellet, such as ferric phosphate as they pose no risk 
to animals and insects.

2

3

It’s good news month

CORNWALL GARDENS 
COME ALIVE IN 
SPRINGTIME GLORY
Springtime in Cornwall is the time to be 
together to reconnect and to enjoy the 
world-renowned gardens, the glorious 
spring flowers are bursting into life and 
this wonderful county comes alive. 
From primroses and bluebells in the 
woods to the amazing flower displays 
in our great gardens of Cornwall. It is 
blessed with over 30 gardens with an 
amazing variety of different flora and 
fauna at this time of year.  
As spring explodes into colour it is also a 
time to getting planning for those much 
loved and missed holidays, to enjoy a 
Cornish spring and make new memories 
that will last a lifetime. So now is the 
time to go to visit cornwall.com and 
plan your spring break.

May looks like being the trigger month for us finally to enjoy days out

Helen Simpson exhibition 
hosted by East Lambrook 
Gardens
East Lambrook Manor, the iconic cottage garden 
which enjoys the claim as England’s foremost cottage 
garden, is open now through to the end of October. 
The garden is closed on Sundays and Mondays but 
opens Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 5pm.
The gardens are hosting the first solo exhibition of the 
oil paintings, pastels and ceramics of Helen Simpson 
called ‘Petal Poise’ which runs from Saturday, 1st May 
to Saturday, 29th May and then again from 24th July 
to 14th August in the studio and Malthouse Gallery. 

The exhibition was due to happen last year.

The May exhibition will be oil paintings and ceramics. 
The gardens are a very appropriate place for her 
paintings as many of the plants  which inspire her 
grow in this very special garden. 

Helen’s paintings are no ordinary views of flowers. 
They are well observed, beautifully drawn but not 
immediately recognisable. This is partly due to their 
enlarged scale, but mainly because Helen wants to 
draw you into the silent drama and inherent energy 
in the cycle of plant life.

East Lambrook Manor Gardens, East Lambrook, 
South Petherton, Somerset TA13 5HH

Cottage garden, nursery and gallery
Open Tuesday to Saturday | 10am to 5pm
Garden entry £6.00 | Over 65s £5.50 | Under 16s free
East Lambrook | South Petherton | Somerset | TA13 5HH
01460 240328 | enquiries@eastlambrook.com
Book online at eastlambrook.com for the garden.
Free entry to ‘Petal Poise’ exhibition.

Visit the iconic and
beautiful cottage
garden of gardening
legend Margery Fish
in May to enjoy the
garden and nursery
plus ‘Petal Poise’, a
wonderful exhibition 
of fabulous flower
portraits by artist 
Helen Simpson.

England’s foremost 
cottage garden

Hartland Abbey & Gardens 
Beautiful walks through rhododendrons 
and azaleas in May

Visit our beautiful walled and woodland 
gardens with walks to the Atlantic Coast 

from 2nd May. The house with its 
fascinating architecture, collections, displays 

and film exhibition opens later in May
* Delicious light lunches & cream teas * 

* Dogs welcome * Holiday Cottages * 
* Hartland Quay 1 mile*  

Gardens etc and Café open from 2nd May, Sunday to Thursday 11am - 5pm 
(House from 17th May 2pm - 5pm last adm. 4pm) 

For more information and events see www.hartlandabbey.com 
Hartland, Nr. Bideford EX39 6DT 01237441496/234

The last few weeks have finally brought good news for those of us who are desperate to get out and about again, visiting gardens, attending shows and fetes, making the most of the sunshine.
May seems as if it might be the breakthrough month and after all that lockdown frustration certainly garden owners have been thrilled to get their doors opened again for visitors.
Suddenly there is no shortage of places to get out and see - all with assurances that Covid regulations have been adhered to. So it’s time to make the most of the good news.

GREAT DAYS OUT

TIMING LOOKS PERFECT FOR TIMING LOOKS PERFECT FOR 
HARTLAND ABBEY OPENINGHARTLAND ABBEY OPENING
After such an awful year for everyone Hartland Abbey Gardens are all 
ready to welcome visitors from Sunday, 2nd May, with the added benefit 
of outdoor catering! With a new roof, thanks to The Culture Recovery 
Fund, (the house had been encased in a scaffolding shroud since 
November) the house and Tea Rooms will reopen their doors from 17th 
May in line with Government guidelines.
The azaleas and rhododendrons, the Walled Gardens and the beach walks 
should be at their loveliest! 

Hartland Abbey, Nr Bideford EX39 6DT Tel: 01237441496 
www.hartlandabbey.com

Since the lockdown, garden sheds have 
become the focus for investment, decoration 
and adornment so they have become even 
more of a special place.A shed at the bottom of the garden is now far more 

than just a place to store tools. It is an institution - a domestic oasis where 
gardeners seek refuge, an outlet for individual 

style, and above all perhaps a gardener’s need for 

a small space of his own. And it seems now a much 

more comfortable one.New research has shown that garden sheds have 

become one of the most popular of all the aspects of 

gardening which have increased so dramatically in 

the past year.
And the most significant fact of all is that gone 

are the days of sheds as just shelter and storage 

for tools - a dumping ground which can become 

neglected and weather beaten.

It seems that in record numbers gardeners have 

been upgrading their garden shed into something 

which is more comfortable, more organised and 

even more beautiful!Britain is often quoted as having more sheds per 

capita than any other country. Around two thirds 

of Brits own a shed; of those who don’t, 44 per cent 

would like to. The annual ‘Shedonomics’ survey 

also found that 62 per cent would be deterred from 

buying a home if it didn’t have a shed or a garden 

big enough for one.But if you leave it to look dilapidated, it can detract 

from a great garden, so it’s worth spending some 

time making it into a garden feature. They are a 

large and permanent element in the garden, so it’ll 

be worthwhile.
And record numbers of gardeners have been doing 

just that in the past 12 months.Although, that doesn’t mean you need to spend 

loads of money; instead a few tweaks and a lick of 

paint can totally transform your shed.
Start with a good clear outSort out your tools and it’ll make your shed seem 

bigger. Group all of your tools, equipment and 

other stored goods and sort out what you regularly 

use. Dispose appropriately of anything that’s 

broken, or that you don’t use.Then organise itBefore you pile everything back in the shed, try 

putting in some storage. Aim to get as much as 

possible off the floor and onto the walls using 

shelves and hooks.

In addition, old cupboards and chests of drawers 

are ideal for storage.Finally, fasten in items that tend to fall over like 

garden canes and long tools like rakes and brooms.

Does it need painting again?Wood swells as it absorbs water and shrinks as it 

dries out, warping and weakening the structure 

of your shed. A good quality wood treatment will 

save you money on repairs or a replacement shed 

further down the line.These days, wood stain can be more than brown or 

green! There is a huge range of shades available 

and mixing two colours can give a great impact.
Then ‘tart it up’ Make it your own with decorative touches, such 

as attaching a trellis panel to one side to grow a 

stunning climber up the wall.Embellish the shed with pots outside the door 

filled with lavender or other scented plants, so they 

release their fragrance when you brush past.
Help your garden wildlife by hanging insect hotels 

on the walls - they should be protected from the 

rain by the eaves of the roof.Finally make it safeNow you have a stunning garden shed, it’s worth 

checking its protection. Minor repairs will help the 

building last much longer.One or two sturdy padlocks will make sure your 

expensive tools and gadgets don’t go missing.

Shed loads of fun and comfort!

Shed of the Year finalist in Wiltshire

For many birdwatchers and bird lovers April and May 

is the most exciting time of the year.

It is a time of change with the departure of winter 

visitors and the arrival of summer migrants. Wherever 

you are, you will see birds moving.

Birdwatchers regularly record the first arrival dates of 

migrants such as the first cuckoo or swallow of the year.

Instinctively, migrating birds know where to migrate 

and how to navigate back home. They use the stars, the 

sun, and earth’s magnetism to help them find their way. 

They also almost always return home to where they 

were born. Because of this, you could be right if you 

think you see the same bird each year in your garden.

The primary motivation for migration appears to be 

food; for example, some hummingbirds choose not 

to migrate if fed through the winter. In addition, the 

longer days of the northern summer provide extended 

time for breeding birds to feed their young.

In spring, they return to their breeding quarters. They 

include fieldfares, redwings, bramblings, Bewick’s and 

whooper swans and many kinds of ducks, geese and 

wading birds. Many water birds also spend the winter 

on the sea around the UK coast, including common 

scoters, great northern divers and red-necked grebes.

So on the whole, there are two factors that compel 

them to come here. First, there is plenty of room to hold 

territory without being crowded out by African birds.

And secondly, the long daylight hours allow birds to 

feed their young for longer every day, helping them to 

grow quickly. 

Different types of summer returnees

SWALLOWS

The swallow has one of the longest migrations of 

any bird, with the British population heading for 

the eastern part of South Africa, where they arrive in 

November as harbingers of spring. They feed there 

in much the same way, swooping low to catch juicy 

flying insects. Their return to the UK is often a much-

heralded event with some being seen in early April.

SWIFT
Swifts arrive in Britain in late April or early May, and 

are a welcome sight and sound in the skies. However, 

they don’t stick around here long – staying just long 

enough to breed before beginning their autumn 

migration back to Africa in late July or early August. It’s 

believed that their autumn migration is prompted by 

fewer insects in the air.

TURTLE DOVE

It’s quite unusual for a seed-eating bird to be a long-

distance migrant, but the turtle dove breaks the rule, 

leaving in September to fly to the Sahel region, a dry, 

scrubby belt south of the Sahara, in countries such as 

Mali and Senegal. Here it is much more arid than in the 

farmland of Britain, although the turtle dove simply 

feeds on seeds and grains, as it does here. Now rare in 

Britain after a drastic decline, the turtle dove is now 

seen principally in southern England .

CUCKOO

Tracking of cuckoos in recent years has revealed much 

about their extraordinary migration. Many adults leave 

Britain on their southward journey as early as June. 

They then fly to West Africa followed by a journey into 

the deep rainforest of the Congo Basin – a minimum 

of 6,500km –where they spend most of the winter. 

The cuckoo returns to Britain in April. Following a big 

population decline in the south of England, they are 

now most common in northern England and Scotland.

OSPREY
The osprey’s practice of hunting fish by plunging into 

water from a height is easily translatable from West 

Africa to England. The practice also works equally well 

in salt water as in fresh. In Britain, ospreys arrive in 

April to inhabit freshwater lakes and a popular spot for 

them is Poole Harbour, Dorset.

Honey  
I’M HOME!

WILDLIFE

The most intriguing question about our 

summer visitors is not why they go south, 

but why they return to Britain year after 

year. Survival is the key to it all.

How do birds navigate?

Migrating birds can cover thousands of miles in 

their annual travels, often travelling the same 

course year after year with little deviation. 

First-year birds often make their very first 

migration on their own. Somehow they can find 

their winter home despite never having seen it 

before, and return the following spring to where 

they were born.

The secrets of their amazing navigational skills 

aren’t fully understood, partly because birds 

combine several different types of senses 

when they navigate. Birds can get compass 

information from the sun, the stars, and by 

sensing the earth’s magnetic field. They also get 

information from the position of the setting sun 

and from landmarks seen during the day. 

Some species, particularly waterfowl and cranes, 

follow preferred pathways on their annual 

migrations. These pathways are often related to 

important stopover locations that provide food 

supplies critical to the birds’ survival. 

Birds that migrate to us in April and May

Also known as summer visitors, there are a large number 

of birds that migrate to us in spring, often seeking warmer 

climates. These summer visitors include:

• Swallows

• Warblers - 

including the  

Dartford warbler 

and reed warbler

• Martins - 

including the 

house martin

• Yellow wagtails

• Nightjars

• Turtle doves

• Nightingales 

• Ospreys

• Cuckoos

• Redstarts

72% purchased a PRODUCT 
or visited an EVENT they saw  
IN THE MAGAZINE

85% consider LOCAL services 
are IMPORTANT TO THEM

39% travel outside their 
home county to VISIT A GARDEN

58% HAVE A ‘LARGE’ 
GARDEN – above 10,000 sq ft

31% tell us Country Gardener 
is the ONLY MAGAZINE THEY 
READ

98% visit OPEN GARDENS 
during the year

93% say BUYING PLANTS 
IS THE TOP PRIORITY at the start 
of a gardening season

35% RELY ON THE PRINTED 
MAGAZINE to see advertising as 
they have limited internet access

Our readers say:Our readers say:

Country Gardener distributes 100,000 copies 
every issue across a wide area of south west 
and southern England.
The magazine has built its reputation and popularity with 
five editions focusing on Devon, Dorset, Somerset, 
Hampshire and the Cotswolds. Some of our editions go 
beyond the county borders by distributing into 
neighbouring counties including Wiltshire and West Sussex. 
Country Gardener is distributed to almost 700 outlets 
throughout its circulation area including garden 
centres, nurseries, farm shops, Tourist Information 
Centres, village stores, National Trust properties, 
and other retailers and gardens.
Our full distribution list it is available on  
www.countrygardener.co.uk/magazine/stockists/

Do you want to reach over 300,000 enthusiastic and 
committed gardeners?
If you are looking to break into the flourishing gardening market 
place or just want to make more of raising the profile of your 
company or product to gardeners then Country Gardener is the 
place to be. Country Gardener is produced ten times a year -  
every month from March to November and then a Winter issue 
which covers December, January and February.
Every copy of this hugely popular and colourful specialist 
gardening magazine is snapped up from an established network 
of gardening and local outlets and we have a growing list of over 
1,000 paying subscribers.

DISTRIBUTION & COVERAGE

INTRODUCTION



Country Gardener Magazine - Per County/Edition

Advert Size Cost per county Height Width

Full page back cover* £610 350mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

275mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

Full page inside cover* £590 350mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

275mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

Full page £577 311mm 239mm
Half page landscape £341 154mm 239mm
Half page portrait £341 311mm 118mm

Front cover banner* £200 55mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

275mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

Quarter page landscape £183 75mm 239mm
Quarter page portrait £183 154mm 118mm
Eighth page landscape £105 75mm 118mm
Sixteenth page portrait £54 75mm 57mm
Please note: Discounts are available for series bookings and multiple county bookings. 
Ask us for details.* These ad sizes require a bleed. For information regarding bleed, please 
ask for a copy of our Cover and Banner Ad Templates to be sent to you.

Classified Section - All Counties/Editions

Advert Size Cost Height Width
Full colour advert 3 to 6 issues £55 per issue 46mm 56mm
Full colour advert 10 issues £45 per issue 46mm 56mm
Boxed advert with an image £2 per word, plus £20 Varies on word count
Text only advert £2 per word Varies on word count

Speakers Guide - All Counties/Editions

Advert Size Cost Height Width
Double Speakers £99 115mm 56mm
Single Speakers £59 56mm 56mm
All advertisement rates subject to 20% VAT. Cancellations made on or after the copy 
deadline date may be subjected to all or a proportion of the payment. Classified 
advertisements go in all editions (Cotswolds, Devon, Dorset, Hampshire and Somerset).

ADVERT RATES & SIZESADVERT DEADLINES & 
PUBLICATION DATES Free design service for advertisers

MARCH
Advert deadline  7th February 
In store by  26th February
APRIL
Advert deadline  7th March 
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MARCH
Great Places to Visit – See below.
Shows and Events - Whether large or small, advertise your 
event with us at the start of the year, so people put it in their 
diaries, and then again in the build-up to the event and we’ll 
offer 50 per-cent off your second advert in your county.
Compost - A look at all aspects of caring for the soil, 
including different composts on the market; peat free, 
mushroom compost, loam, topsoil, specific soil improvers, 
accelerators and all products involved with composting 
such as compost bins, tumblers, compostable pots.

MORE ABOUT THE GREAT PLACES TO VISIT AND WATER FEATURES
Great Places To Visit - These features run from March to October. A range of ideas on beautiful places to visit and stay 
and interesting activities to attend throughout the seasons. Included are - gardens, stately homes, country estates and parks, 
events, fairs, festivals, open days, sales and shows, attractions and holidays in the UK and abroad.
Water - These features run from May to July. Features focusing on a variety of topics under the umbrella of water in the 
garden. The different types of ponds available, maintenance and care, equipment and accessories, pond plants, wildlife and 
water features. Also water gardening, growing methods and equipment, rain water harvesting, watering and irrigation options, 
water conservation and efficiency, gardens that particularly embrace water in their designs, courses and events, hot tubs, spas 
and exercise pools, private water supplies and drainage.

AUGUST
Great Places to Visit - See below.
Speakers - Our hugely popular annual guide to garden and 
gardening speakers and lecturers.

APRIL
Great Places to Visit - See below.
Special Plants and Garden Accessories - A great 
opportunity for specialist nurseries to offer expert advice 
and to promote particular plants, as well as rare and 
unusual varieties, to the committed gardener - plus we 
look at unusual and individual garden accessories and 
ornaments. 

SEPTEMBER
Great Places to Visit - See below.
Planning and Planting - Now is the time to order bulbs, 
roses, perennials, wild flowers, trees, shrubs and hedging 
plants - and get planting!

MAY
Great Places to Visit - See below.
Water - See below.
Bees and Wildlife - To coincide with World Bee Day 
which aims to raise awareness of the significance of bees 
and other pollinators, we'll look at fundraising initiatives, 
education and courses, bee keeping, bee friendly plants, 
products and gift ideas. This feature will include helping 
all wildlife in our gardens with products such as wild bird 
food, bird boxes, plants for butterflies and birds and wilding 
the garden.

OCTOBER
Time to Plant - Still time for bulbs and perennials plus now 
is the time to really start focussing on trees, shrubs and 
hedging.
Great Places to Visit - See below.

NOVEMBER
Trees, Shrubs and Hedging - A feature which looks at 
buying and planting shrubs, trees and hedging and their 
pruning and maintenance.
Christmas Gift Guide - Christmas gift ideas, what and 
where to buy.
Christmas Special - Christmas events, places to visit and 
festive eating.

JUNE
Great Places to Visit - See below.
Water - See below.
Technology in the Garden - Garden Gadgets Galore! 
Technology is a big part of everyday life which includes the 
garden too, whether that is to make lives easier, necessity 
or fun, we will look at innovative inventions, tools, security, 
gadgets, apps, eco ideas, power free technology, gifts, 
accessories and much more.

JULY
Great Places to Visit - See below.
Water - See below.

WINTER (DEC, JAN AND FEB)
Christmas Gift Guide - Christmas gift ideas, what and 
where to buy.
Winter Walks and Snowdrops - A look ahead to the 
excitement of snowdrops and where you can see them in 
full early season wonder. Plus gardens open throughout the 
year to offer the best in winter walks. 
Holidays and Mini-breaks - The perfect time for our 
readers to plan holidays and mini-breaks.
Trees - Still time to plant trees, shrubs and hedging -  
A feature which looks at buying and planting shrubs, trees 
and hedging and their pruning and maintenance.

ADVERTISING FEATURES
We offer special all counties prices when advertising with our features, plus 100 words of free editorial 
with an advert. Please ask for more details.
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