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From advertisers:From advertisers:
"We have advertised in Country Gardener 
magazine for many years. Our customers pick up 
the free copies and tell us they love to read the 
varied plant and garden related articles and 
obviously browse the products & business 
advertising allowing them to indulge their love of 
gardens and gardening. We hope our association 
with the magazine and its friendly, helpful staff 
will continue well into the future".

PETER TOMS, OWNER 
- FARNBOROUGH GARDEN CENTRE

"We have been advertising different products with 
Country Gardener for 11 years this year. It’s a very 
informative and interesting magazine and works 
well for us. The Country Gardener team are great to 
work with, always helpful and never pushy."

BRIAN JOHNSTON, OWNER 
- ALL WEATHER CANOPIES (SW) LIMITED

"The quality of content is extremely high, and we 
are pleased to continue to work with Country 
Gardener! Our customers regularly pick up a copy 
to enjoy."

BEN THOMPSON, DIRECTOR 
- GARSONS GARDEN CENTRES

From readers:From readers:
"During lockdown I became worried I might not 
be able to get hold of Country Gardener so was 
relieved to be able to take out a subscription 
which has brought me closer and even more a fan 
of your lovely, lovely magazine."

SAMANTHA PORTER, TORQUAY

"Country Gardener is such a part of our lives and 
a much-loved magazine which not only provides 
us with high quality advice but I know my friends 
and I buy regularly using the advertisements."

MAE GOVERN, EXETER

"I think the readers have grown to love and trust 
the magazine and what it offers in advice and in 
advertised products."

ANDY TURNER, CHELTENHAM

"I’ve been a regular reader of Country Gardener 
for many years now and can’t believe how lucky 
we are to have it. My daughter has become  a 
passionate gardener since spending so much time 
at home  over the last two years and she is an 
avid reader now and I know buys a lot through 
the magazine."

MAUREEN WELSH, BRIDGWATER
  
From garden clubs:From garden clubs:
"We pick up our copies from the local garden 
centre and when they are spotted at our meetings 
everyone pounces on them. Our members 
couldn’t be without your magazine."

PORTISHEAD GARDENING CLUB

We are especially looking forward to publishing Country Gardener next year as 2023 
will be the 25TH ANNIVERSARY of our hugely popular magazine. Gardening has 
never been more popular and since the Covid restrictions, thousands more passionate 
gardeners read the magazine and we are delighted to be able to reach out to them, 
many now as subscribers as we offer advertisers the chance to reach over 300,000 
enthusiastic and committed readers.
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www.countrygardener.co.uk Issue No 188 March 2022 FREE

 � Early NGS gardens to visit

 � Get fit for gardening

 � Houseplant heaven

 � Action stations in the veg patch

 � Tomato growing masterclass

 � The delights of compost making

WWIILLDDLLIIFFEE  
NNEEEEDDSS  YYOOUU  
MMOORREE  TTHHAANN  
EEVVEERR
What is most at risk and how 
you can help this spring

MORE INSIDE:MORE INSIDE:

Planting      Outdoor Living     Cafe
Fonthill Garden Centre

Bath Road, Bitton,  
Bristol BS30 6HX

Call: 0117 932 3110

Lakeside Garden Centre
Crockerton, Warminster,  

Wiltshire BA12 8AP
Call: 01985 217 413www.fonthill-lakeside.com
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 � Summer vegetable growing problems
 � Thefts from gardens
 � Preserving and storing summer fruit

AA  hhaannddffuull  ooff  ssuummmmeerr!!
WWhhyy  cchheerrrriieess  sshhoouulldd
bbee  ggrroowwnn  iinn  eevveerryy  ggaarrddeenn

PLUS:PLUS:
 � High summer NGS gardens
 � Correcting garden mistakes
 � Gardening and depression

 � Important pruning jobs in August
 � Gardening news and events from 

across Dorset

DorsetDorset

www.countrygardener.co.uk Issue No 199 AUGUST 2022 FREE

Many gardeners fall head over heels for fritillaria, exotic-looking plants 

which stand apart from the rest.

It’s easy to understand their adoration. 

In a spring garden full of daffodils, tulips, and other conventional spring 

bloomers, they bring their own distinct personality to spring flowerbeds 

and containers.

They are most of all loved much loved for their bell-shaped flowers in 

spring. The range from the diminutive and delicate Fritillaria meleagris to 

the tall, bold Fritillaria imperialis. There are around 170 species of these 

summer-dormant, bulbous plants to choose from with a wonderful choice 

of colour, style and form.

The bulbs of fritillaries should be planted in autumn. 

Most have small bulbs, although those of the mighty crown imperial can 

be larger than a tennis ball and have a foxy smell.

Most spring-flowering bulbs prefer relatively dry growing conditions, 

especially in the summer months. Most fritillaria need slightly more 

moisture during the growing season 

and perform best in soil that is high 

in organic matter. Well drained soil 

is important to ensure the bulbs 

don’t rot during the winter.

While most autumn-planted bulbs 

have a protective covering (called a 

tunic) that helps prevent moisture 

loss, fritillaria bulbs are naked. This 

makes them more perishable, so the 

less time the bulbs are out of the 

ground the better. Ideally you need 

to buy fresh, properly stored bulbs 

as soon as they are available, and get 

them planted by mid-October.

If you are growing Fritillaria 

imperialis as an annual, there is no 

need to fertilise the bulbs at planting 

time. For other types, you can add 

compost and a small amount of all-

purpose fertiliser at planting time.

Crown imperial bulbs have a natural 

depression on top where moisture can 

gather. This makes them sensitive to 

excess moisture and more vulnerable 

to rot. Be sure to always plant them in 

well-drained soils. At planting time, 

adding coarse sand, finely crushed 

stone or perlite to the planting hole can 

help encourage good drainage. 

Fritillaria imperialis bulbs have a 

skunky odour and are said to repel 

voles. Deer avoid both the plants and 

the flowers.

One other thing to know about growing 

fritillaria. In any given batch of bulbs, 

a percentage will be ‘blind.’ These 

are bulbs that come up and produce 

foliage, but do not produce a flower. 

This behaviour is somewhat of a 

horticultural mystery. It’s not about 

the size or quality of the bulbs, just an 

annoying characteristic of the species. 

Since there’s no way to know ahead of 

time which bulbs will not bloom, it’s 

good to plant some extras so you’re not 

disappointed.

Crown imperial, Fritillaria imperialis, is a handsome giant. Everything 

about it is large – the bulbs are fist-size and the robust flower stems can 

reach one metre in good soil, with pendent bell-shaped flowers typically 

5-8cm long and wide. A large clump of Fritillaria imperialis is an imposing 

sight, and it’s quite undemanding once the bulbs are established. 

Fritillaria meleagris is the only fritillary to reliably do well in grass. It will do 

best in a damp, shallow hollow in a lawn, lightly shaded by deciduous trees 

or along a hedge. Plant the bulbs by lifting the turf, placing the bulbs on the 

soil and replacing the turf. They will flower in mid-spring but make sure the 

grass is not cut until the fritillary leaves have died down for the summer.

Fritillaria persica, known as the Persian lily, makes a great late-spring bulb 

for a south-facing herbaceous border, the bulbs protected from summer 

heat by the surrounding perennials.

Fritillaria michailovskyi (Michael’s Flower) is a bulbous perennial with a 

truly stunning look and has gorgeous deep purple nodding flowers that 

are bell-shaped with petals that are brushed with tips of bright yellow.

Fritillaria affinis also known as the chocolate lily and is almost extinct in the 

wild but becoming popular as a garden plant and now more widely available 

It produces dark, purple, black flowers from mid to late spring.

Fritillaria persica

THE FABULOUS 

FRITILLARIAS
Fritillaria tips
• Make some additions to the soil with finely ground 

bark, decomposed manure, or compost to improve 

drainage and encourage a healthy start.

• Wear gloves when planting fritillaria if you have 

sensitive skin. Some experience an itchy or tingly 

sensation when handling the bulbs.

• Think twice about planting in containers, as fritillaria 

do best when left undisturbed for long periods of time.

• Don’t worry if your bulb arrives with a hole in the top. 

This spot is indicative of where last year’s stem grew, 

and while it looks rather odd, it’s totally normal.

• Fritillaria prefer dry sites when they are dormant.

• You can cut the shorter fritillaria flowers when in 

bloom for striking bouquets by cutting the stems 

of Crown Imperials often a half of the stalk, which 

can negatively impact the following spring’s flower 

production.

FRITILLARIA ARE UNCOMMON AND TRENDY 

ADDITIONS TO SPRING GARDENS, BLOOMING IN 

A DIZZYING ARRAY OF UNUSUAL SHAPES, SIZES, 

COLOURS, AND PATTERNS THAT ARE TRULY OUT 

OF THIS WORLD.

Fritillaria meleagris

Fritillaria michailovskyi
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Trees give your garden structure, provide shade and make a wonderful resource for 
wildlife – every garden should have them in abundance. As spring appears on the 
horizon it’s worth remembering that no garden is too small for a tree, and there’s a 
wide and varied range of flowering trees suitable for small spaces.

FLOWERING TREES FOR  small gardenssmall gardens

YEAR-ROUND PERSONALITY Amelanchier lamarckii has flowers in spring, ornamental fruit in summer and fiery foliage in autumn which is fully grown at five metres. Also known as juneberry, this is a bushy, small tree with 
pure white flowers in spring. They are followed by 
berries and there’s fiery autumn leaf colour. Three 
different seasons from one tree.

MULTI-PURPOSE 
TREES
Strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo ‘Atlantic’) has handsome evergreen leaves, autumn flowers and characterful bark and is one of a group of small, evergreen trees with flowers like lily-of-the-valley and unusual red and yellow fruits. It will grow to four metres.

HAWTHORN YOU CAN CONTROL 
Crataegus persimilis ‘Prunifolia’ is a glorified up market hawthorn. It has more compact growth, darker and glossier foliage, and bright white flowers sparked by pink anthers. The flowers are followed by exceptionally persistent crimson. Five metres in height.

FAR EASTERN 
DELIGHT 
The Japanese apricot, Prunus mume ‘Beni-chidori’ is a great small tree  which will contain itself at three feet. Its rich pink flowers are 

freshly scented and open in February and March, and casts only dappled shade. 

GOLDEN  GLORY
The golden wattle, Acacia baileyana lights up the garden in late winter and early spring. Its silvery grey, feathery evergreen leaves make a lovely background to yellow flower clusters. 

WELCOMING WHITECornus kousa ‘John Slocock’ is an upright Japanese 
dogwood. Its vertical branches create a tree that fits into a 
small space. The white bracts, opening in June, are veined 
in green with bright red fruits that look like strawberries 
forming later. Maximum height is four metres.

WONDERFUL WEEPING WILLOW
Salix purpurea ‘Pendula’ is a lovely small weeping willow with purple stems that carry catkins before the leaves open.  Height four feet.

CRAB APPLE DELIGHTAn exceptional crab apple, Malus ‘Evereste’  has snowy 
white, spring flowers opening from red buds to give an 
attractive contrast. It won’t grow more than six feet. 

Country Gardener
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It may not always seem so, but water is a 
limited and precious resource.
It also happens to be the source of life in 
our gardens. During the spring and summer 
months over 70 per cent of our total use of 
household water is in the garden.
So, is it fair to say that gardeners are being 
extravagant when it comes to water use, 
using large volumes of water at the worst 
possible time? According to the Met Office, 
climate change will mean that we will have 
milder, wetter winters and hotter, drier 
summers, often with longer periods of 
drought. The South West could well be the 
hottest and driest region in the country 
so using more water will have a knock-on 
effect longer term on high density areas 
like cities and water shortages.
The good news in all this remains that 
gardeners can do something about it.
Being a bit cleverer in the way we use water 
in the garden will have tremendous long 
term effects . It also significantly saves 
money as for those whose water is supplied 
through a meter have a huge personal 
incentives to reduce tap water as it saves 
money.
Here are some ways to minimise your use of 
water in the garden.

LOOK AFTER YOUR SOIL
Adding organic matter to the soil improves 
its structure, which helps it to retain 
moisture and later on in the growing 
process less water will be needed.
Mulching flowerbeds, and around the base of 
shrubs and trees in spring, prevents moisture 
from evaporating during dry spells.

Mulching the surface of hanging baskets 
traps moisture.
Add water-retentive granules or gel to 
compost, or use compost with them already 
mixed in, to use in hanging baskets and 
containers.

WATER AT THE RIGHT 
TIME
Far too many of us over water our gardens. 
In summer it becomes almost a daily 
routine -whether the garden needs it or not.
So, the first thing to do is to move to a 
routine where you check whether the 
garden does in fact need watering. Look 
at the soil about a spade-deep down. If it’s 
damp, it’s fine; if it’s dry, it’s time to water. 
If you have clay soil, it might feel damp 
whether it’s irrigated or not and sandy soil 
can feel dry, even if it has water in it. If this 
is the case, watch your plants and when 
they start to show signs of water stress – 
when leaves change position or get darker 
– note how the soil looks and feels. This 
way you can get more of an idea of what 
your soil is like when it has too little water. 
According to the now widespread research, 
the optimal watering time for the garden, 
is early morning before the temperatures 
begin to rise, winds are lower and there is 
less evaporation.  Morning watering gives 
the plants a good supply of water to face 
the heat of the day. Create a ‘reservoir’ or 
depression in the ground around the plant, 
to prevent the water from running away. It 
is better to give plants a good soaking than 
to water little and often.

The most valuable natural resource in any garden 
is water. It is a limited commodity, so gardeners 
should understand the needs of plants and take 
steps to reduce water loss from them and from 
the soil to garden successfully with less water.

GARDEN WITH  
LESS WATER

CHOOSE THE RIGHT PLANTS
Plants that grow in Mediterranean areas have developed distinctive types of foliage and storage systems, to minimise water loss or store water in periods of drought.
Hairy leaves (such as those on verbascums and phlomis) help reduce the drying effect of the wind and will reflect the sun’s rays. Plants with leathery or waxy leaves (such as Bergenia and Sedum) help prevent water loss and evaporation by the wind; they are usually grey in colour, which will reflect the glare of the sun.
A waxy or glaucous coating helps seal in moisture. Grasses and conifers have thin, needle-like leaves that lose very little water. The small surface area of their leaves prevents excess water loss through evaporation and some will roll their leaves 
inwards, reducing the surface even more.

COLLECT RAIN WATER AND REUSE 
OLD WATER

Most local authorities 
in the South and South 
West are all behind 
encouraging gardeners 
to collect more rain 
water. It takes the form 
of subsidies and special 
deals for cheaper water 
bitts, some made from 
recycled material.
 They probably 
appreciate that this 
falls into the category of 

‘could do better’ for many gardeners.
 You should be able to collect 24,000 litres (5,280 gallons 
or 150 water butts) of rainwater from your roof each year. 
Obviously, not many people can store that much water, but 
if every household in the country collected even just one 
water butt’s worth of water a year (160 litres), that’s four 
billion litres of free water that we all could be using on our 
gardens.

BE SPECIFIC ABOUT WATERING 
TECHNIQUES FOR YOUR PLANTS
Watering techniques are important. Sprinklers are a huge 
waste of water. They don’t target plants and you end up 
wasting most of the water.
Compare that with a single watering can when you can 
get close to the roots and aim the water where it is needed 
most. It may be more labour intensive but it’s more precise 
to use to water around plant bases beneath the leaves, and 
leave the surrounding soil dry. This limits weed growth and 
means all the water goes where it is needed.

…AND NEVER WATER YOUR LAWN!
It’s been long established that there is little point in 
watering your lawn, be it from seed, or an established lawn. 
You would have to leave a high-volume sprinkler on, almost 
24 hours a day, to replicate the same volume of water that 
enters the ground during a rain shower.
Such a shower will cover a large area, not just your lawn. 
This means that the soil retains its moisture for longer, 
because it does not evaporate or seep away into other 
dry areas.

Target your watering more precisely

Sedum’s leaves prevent water loss Verbascum

www.countrygardener.co.uk
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Cosmic COSMOS!
Once you learn how to grow cosmos, a favourite annual for summer garden colour, and 

realise just quite how easy it is, you’ll be adding them all over your garden. 

The pollen-rich flowers are a favourite of bees and other pollinators and are excellent 

for companion planting alongside vegetable and fruit crops in a kitchen garden, too, as 

they entice pest predators and valuable pollinators. 

Cosmos plants (Cosmos bipinnatus) reach varying heights in roughly 20 colours, 

adding frilly texture to the flower bed.
Growing cosmos is simple and cosmos flower care is easy as well as rewarding when 

single or double blooms appear on stems reaching from one to four feet. Cosmos plants 

may be featured at the back of a descending garden or in the middle of an island garden. 

Planting cosmos flowers results in many uses of the specimen, such as cut flowers for 

the indoor display and backgrounds for other plants. Cosmos can even be used as 

screens to hide unsightly elements in the landscape. 
How to grow cosmos When planting cosmos flowers, locate them in soil that has not been heavily worked.  

Sunny, dry conditions, along with poor to average soil, are optimum conditions for 

growing cosmos. Cosmos plants are usually grown from seed. Scatter seeds of the 

cosmos onto a bare area in the 
location where you wish to have 
them grow. 

Once planted, this annual flower self-seeds and will provide more cosmos flowers in the area for years to come. 

Daisy-like flowers of the cosmos plant appear atop tall stems with lacy foliage. Cosmos 

flower care can include the deadheading of flowers as they appear. This practice forces 

growth lower on the flower stem and results in a stronger plant with more flowers. 

Cosmos flower care can include cutting flowers for indoor use, achieving the same 

effect on the growing cosmos plant.
Because some of these plants can grow tall, staking may be necessary. Offer them 

protection from strong winds, encourage balanced branching by pinching out central 

shoots or stem tips, or stake them. Water regularly until plants are established or if it is unusually dry. Make sure you 

don’t over-water cosmos; over-watering and over-fertilization can lead to plants with 

fewer flowers. Cosmos can tolerate dry soil, even in a hot, arid, sunbaked spot.

Cosmos beds may become weedy because they self-seed, so remember to remove 

flowers before they go to seed or to thin seedlings in the spring.

Q & A on cosmos
DO COSMOS COME BACK EVERY YEAR? Nearly all cosmos are annuals meaning they do not come back every year. In order to have blooms every year, you will need to resow the seeds the following spring. The only exception to this rule is chocolate cosmos, Cosmos atrosanguineus, which is grown like a dahlia 

from a tuber and is a perennial. Chocolate cosmos is 

loved for its delicious vanillary-chocolate scent and 

velvety brown flowers, and since it is a perennial, will 

come back year after year. Annual cosmos can also self seed. If you let some 

of your cosmos flowers die naturally and fall to the 

ground, they will germinate seeds by themselves.

WHERE DO COSMOS GROW BEST?
They like full sun and do not like windy conditions. 

Space plants approximately two feet apart; with tall 

cosmos, space plants closer than the recommended 

two feet and let them support each other. Both 

germination and growth are fast, but cosmos plants 

are frost tender, so don’t be in a rush and wait until 

perhaps May.
WILL THEY SURVIVE WINTER?Cosmos are not hardy plants and if you leave them in 

your borders over winter there is a real chance they 

will be killed by a sharp frost, or rot in cold wet soil.

When deadheading, cut the stem back to the first leaf 

beneath the flowerhead. The perennial chocolate 

cosmos varieties will need winter protection. Place 

them in pots until they’ve finished flowering, then 

shelter over winter in a frost-free place until spring.
CAN YOU PUT COSMOS IN  
HANGING BASKETS?Tucked into a hanging basket or container, cosmos 

create a vibrant and showy display. A butterfly 

attractant, they also attract the winged insects to the 

garden to drink the sweet nectar. Cosmos flowers prefer 

full sun only and well-drained, nutrient rich soil.
SHOULD YOU PINCH COSMOS FLOWERS? 

You should pinch out the growing tips of cosmos to encourage branching and flowering, and in around 12 weeks you should see your first blooms.
If you then want to enjoy those flowers in the house as well as in the garden, cosmos make excellent cut flowers. To harvest for cut flowers, 

cut the cosmos blooms when they are beginning to 

unfurl in the morning as this is when there will be the 

most moisture making them less likely to wilt.
Plunge the blooms into a bucket of warm water, 

stripping off lower leaves to avoid them in the water. 

Re-cut the stems regularly and refresh the water 

and they should last up to ten days in the vase.www.countrygardener.co.uk
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Any ideas about rewilding in our gardens seems a contradiction in terms 

when you think of the National Garden Scheme, which historically was all 

about the large gardens, manicured lawns, rhododendrons and roses, and 

even the more modest modern gardens on display have been expected to 

be neat and tidy.

Now the NGS has embraced the change in gardening habits and the need 

to reflect the growing awareness of climate change; the gardens that open 

for the organisation to raise funds for nursing and caring charities are 

much more diverse. There are many gardens opening for the NGS these 

days with wild meadow planting in urban spaces and woodland gardens, 

as well as those with neat borders, tidy lawns and areas of modern 

landscaping.

In rural west Dorset there are three new gardens opening in June for the 

NGS that have taken the principles of caring for nature even further, 

with brilliant displays of rewilding, at Hooke Farm, Hooke, Beaminster, 

Hogchester Farm at Charmouth, and Wyke Farm, Chedington near 

Beaminster.  

“As the concept of rewilding has come to the fore, I felt that it was 

important that we started to include gardens and rewilding projects 

within the National Garden Scheme,” says Alison Wright, South West 

Regional Chair and Dorset County Organiser. 

“Following the pandemic many of our gardens in Dorset have been 

extended to include wildflower meadows, woodland walkways, and have 

also started to embrace a return to nature, allowing our visitors to enjoy 

greater diversity on an open day. This year we have three important 

rewilding projects opening for us for the first time, Hooke Farm, 

Hogchester Farm and Wyke Farm. The knowledge and expertise of these 

garden owners is exceptional, and I am delighted that we will be able to 

share these fabulous rewilding projects with a wider gardening audience.”

Wyke Farm, Chedington, Beaminster, Dorset 

Wyke Farm, Chedington, Beaminster, Dorset 

DT8 3HX opens for the NGS on Saturday 18th 

DT8 3HX opens for the NGS on Saturday 18th 

and Sunday 19th, 9.30am-5pm both days.

and Sunday 19th, 9.30am-5pm both days.

The farm house garden was planted when the building of the house was 

finished in 2005. There are herbaceous borders and lawns around the 

house. There is a rose garden that leads to a woodland garden, then a 

more formal courtyard garden that leads through the barn to a kitchen 

garden. At the front of the house there are wildflower meadows which the 

owners have been establishing for about 15 years.

Admission £8, children free. Refreshments available, in aid of Horatio’s 

Garden. Plants will be on sale and there’s wheelchair access, although the 

paths are gravel.

Hooke Farm, Hooke, 
Hooke Farm, Hooke, 

Beaminster, Dorset DT8 
Beaminster, Dorset DT8 

3NZ opens for the NGS on 
3NZ opens for the NGS on 

Saturday 11th and Sunday  
Saturday 11th and Sunday  

12th June, 10.30am-5.30pm 
12th June, 10.30am-5.30pm 

both days. both days. 

HOOKE FARM has been transformed into a peat-

free wildlife haven with bird boxes, bat caves, 

butterflies and bee-friendly wildflower meadows. 

The landscaping project includes a series of ponds 

in a wetland area, orchard trees and woodland 

planting all interlinked with mown paths through 

swaying grass. There are standing stones, a stilted 

henhouse, a giant throne and driftwood stags. 

There will be talks and guided tours on both 

afternoons, covering different aspects of wilding 

and environmentally friendly gardening. This will 

include butterflies, moths, reptiles, weed control, 

tree maintenance, grassland management and 

how to attract insects and birds. 

Admission £8, children £4. Locally sourced lunch, 

cream teas and refreshments throughout the day, 

or you can bring a picnic. Dogs are allowed on 

leads and there’s partial wheelchair access. 

Hogchester Farm, Axminster 
Hogchester Farm, Axminster 

Road, Charmouth, Bridport, 
Road, Charmouth, Bridport, 

Dorset DT6 6BY opens for the 
Dorset DT6 6BY opens for the 

NGS on Saturday 25th June 
NGS on Saturday 25th June 

and Saturday 16th July, 9am-
and Saturday 16th July, 9am-

6pm both open days.
6pm both open days.

HOGCHESTER FARM is a collaboration between 

those seeking connection with nature and 

themselves through conservation therapy and the 

arts. The 75-acre old dairy farm has been largely 

gifted to nature which has helped to preserve the 

overflowing abundance of natural life. Having 

worked closely with the Dorset Wildlife Trust, 

Hogchester Farm has been able to preserve wild 

meadows and wilding areas which are filled with 

local flora and fauna including wild orchids, 

foxgloves and primroses. 

The farm offers something for everyone, making 

a great family day out with a treasure hunt for 

children in the wild meadow area, many animals 

including rare breed sheep, goats, pigs and 

horses, as well as horticulture based therapy for 

general mental health and well-being.

Admission £4, children £1. Café on the hillside 

will offer tea, coffee, soft drinks, cakes and light 

refreshments. Coaches are allowed and this 

is a venue offering accommodation.

GLORIOUSLY  

rewilding GARDENS 

 The NGS has embraced the change in gardening habits and is now offering more 

diverse gardens for the public to see which reflect wild and woodland gardens
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72% purchased a PRODUCT or visited an 

EVENT they saw IN THE MAGAZINE

85% consider LOCAL services are 

IMPORTANT TO THEM

39% travel outside their home county to 

VISIT A GARDEN

58% HAVE A ‘LARGE’ GARDEN – above 

10,000 sq ft

31% tell us Country Gardener is the ONLY 

MAGAZINE THEY READ

98% visit OPEN GARDENS during the year

93% say BUYING PLANTS IS THE TOP 

PRIORITY at the start of a gardening season

35% RELY ON THE PRINTED MAGAZINE to 

see advertising as they have limited internet access

Statistics in this Media Pack are based on the 2018 
Readership Survey.

Our readers say:Our readers say:

Country Gardener distributes 100,000 copies every issue across 
a wide area of south west and southern England.

The magazine has built its reputation and popularity with five 
editions focusing on Devon, Dorset, Somerset, Hampshire and 
the Cotswolds. Some of our editions go beyond the county 
borders by distributing into neighbouring counties including 
Wiltshire and West Sussex. 

Country Gardener is distributed to almost 700 outlets 
throughout its circulation area including garden centres, 
nurseries, farm shops, Tourist Information Centres, village 
stores, National Trust properties, and other retailers and 
gardens.

Our full distribution list it is available on  
www.countrygardener.co.uk/magazine/stockists/

Do you want to reach over 300,000 enthusiastic and committed gardeners?

If you are looking to break into the flourishing gardening market place or 
just want to make more of raising the profile of your company or product 
to gardeners then Country Gardener is the place to be. Country Gardener 
is produced ten times a year - every month from March to November 
and then a Winter issue which covers December, January and February.

Every copy of this hugely popular and colourful specialist gardening 
magazine is snapped up from an established network of gardening and 
local outlets and we have a growing list of over 1,000 paying subscribers.

DISTRIBUTION & COVERAGE

INTRODUCTION

House plants for

the festive season

It’s lighting up time!lighting up
 Gardens get ready to wow at Christmas

www.countrygardener.co.uk

 Helping wildlife make 

it through the winter
Vegetarian Christmas 

from your garden
Looking forward to the

arrival of snowdrops

PLUS: GARDENING EVENTS IN DEVON THROUGH TO THE NEW YEAR

www.countrygardener.co.uk
www.countrygardener.co.uk
www.countrygardener.co.uk
www.countrygardener.co.uk
www.countrygardener.co.uk

DevonDevon

ISSUE NO 184 WINTER 2019 FREE

Quality Verandas, Carports, Glass 

Rooms, Canopies and Awnings

Phone today for a FREE brochure or 

no obligation quote

Stone Lane | Chagford | Devon | TQ13 8JU

01647 432321 www.allweathercanopies.co.uk

FREE

Co
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wo
ld

s

Issue No 124 July 2016

www.countrygardener.co.uk

Open Six Days a Week. Tue-Sat: 9.00am - 5.30pm 

Sun: 10.30am - 4.30pm  

Open Bank Holiday Mondays
On A423 Southam Road, Nr. Farnborough, Banbury OX17 1EL. Tel: 01295 690479

 www.farnboroughgardencentre.co.uk

On A423 Southam Road, Nr. Farnborough, Banbury OX17 1EL. Tel: 01295 690479Summer gardening AT THE GARDEN LOVERS GARDEN CENTRE

Plant a wildlife meadow
It needn’t be big but it could be spectacular

Vertical vegetables

– growing upwards to save space

Choosing and growing lobelias

ART AND MUSIC IN

JULY GARDENS TO VISIT

Woodland glamour at Evenley Wood

PLUS Garden fairs, days out and summer events

from all over the Cotswolds

HampshireHampshire

www.countrygardener.co.uk
Issue No 138 MAY 2022 FREE

 � Kids and gardening

 � Full colour with cosmos

THAT  
MAKES  
SCENTS!
...why fragrance is making a  
...why fragrance is making a  

comeback in our gardens
comeback in our gardens

GREAT GARDEN  ddaayyss  oouutt
GO  llaarrggee WITH GIANT VEGGIES

KNOW YOUR  wwiillddflfloowweerrss

PLUS:PLUS:
 � Plug plants

 � Bees and pollinators

 � Gardening news and events 

throughout Hampshire

www.garsons.co.uk

Fontley Road
Titchfield
Hampshire
PO15 6QX

01329 844336

G A R D E N  C E N T R E  •  FA R M  S H O P  •   O W TO N ’ S  B U T C H E R S  •  T H E  N AT U R E  C O L L E C T I V E  •  T H E  O R A N G E RY  T E A  H O U S E  

2004 2007 2011 2016 2019 2022

How Country Gardener has evolved through the years...



Country Gardener Magazine  
- Per County/Edition

Advert Size Cost per county Height Width

Full page back cover* £640 350mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

275mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

Full page inside cover* £620 350mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

275mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

Full page £605 311mm 239mm

Half page landscape £358 154mm 239mm

Half page portrait £358 311mm 118mm

Front cover banner* £210 55mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

275mm 
inc. 5mm bleed

Quarter page landscape £192 75mm 239mm

Quarter page portrait £192 154mm 118mm

Eighth page landscape £110 75mm 118mm

Sixteenth page portrait £56 75mm 57mm

*These ad sizes require a bleed. For information regarding bleed, please ask for a copy of our Cover and 
Banner Ad Templates to be sent to you.

Classified Section - All Counties/Editions

Advert Size Cost Height Width

Full colour advert 3 to 6 issues £58 per issue 46mm 56mm

Full colour advert 10 issues £48 per issue 46mm 56mm

Boxed advert with an image £2 per word, plus £20 Varies on word count

Text only advert £2 per word Varies on word count

Speakers Guide - All Counties/Editions

Advert Size Cost Height Width

Double Speakers £105 115mm 56mm

Single Speakers £64 56mm 56mm

All advertisement rates subject to 20% VAT. Cancellations made on or after the copy deadline date may be 
subjected to all or a proportion of the payment. Classified advertisements go in all editions (Cotswolds, 
Devon, Dorset, Hampshire and Somerset).

ADVERT RATES & SIZESADVERT DEADLINES & 
PUBLICATION DATES Free design service for advertisers

MARCH
Advert deadline  6th February 
In store by  25th February

APRIL
Advert deadline  6th March 
In store by 25th March  

MAY
Advert deadline 6th April  
In store by  29th April

JUNE
Advert deadline  8th May  
In store by  27th May

JULY
Advert deadline  5th June 
In store by  24th June

AUGUST
Advert deadline  10th July  
In store by  29th July

SEPTEMBER
Advert deadline  7th August 
In store by  26th August

OCTOBER
Advert deadline  11th September 
In store by  30th September

NOVEMBER
Advert deadline  9th October 
In store by  28th October

WINTER (DEC, JAN & FEB)
Advert deadline  6th November 
In store by  25th November

Editorial
Alan Lewis 
Publisher & Editor 
alan@countrygardener.co.uk 
Tel: 01823 431767

Country Gardener, Mount 
House, Halse, Taunton, Somerset 
TA4 3AD.

Kate Lewis 
Time Off 
timeoff@countrygardener.co.uk

Advertising Sales
Ava Bench 
Somerset & Hampshire 
ava@countrygardener.co.uk 
Tel: 01278 786139

Cath Pettyfer 
Devon 
cath.pettyfer@countrygardener.co.uk 
Tel: 01837 82660

Corina Reay 
Cotswolds & Dorset 
corina@countrygardener.co.uk 
Tel: 01823 410098

Classified & Speakers Guide 
classified@countrygardener.co.uk

Accounts & Payments
Heather Rose  
heather@countrygardener.co.uk 
Tel: 01823 431767

Design & Production
Aidan Gill 
aidan@countrygardener.co.uk

Gemma Stringer 
gemma@countrygardener.co.uk

Distribution & Stockists
Pat Eade 
distribution@countrygardener.co.uk 
Tel: 01594 543790

CONTACT DETAILS
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MULTIPLE  
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BOOKINGS



MARCH
Great Places to Visit – See details below.
Shows and Events - Whether large or small, advertise your 
event with us at the start of the year, so that people put it in 
their diaries, and then again in the build-up to the event and 
we’ll offer 50 per-cent off your second advert in your county. 
Compost - A look at all aspects of caring for the soil, 
including different composts on the market; peat free, 
mushroom compost, loam, topsoil, specific soil improvers, 
accelerators and all products involved with composting such 
as compost bins, tumblers, compostable pots. 

MORE ABOUT GREAT PLACES TO VISIT, WATER AND GARDEN ACCESSORIES FEATURES
Great Places To Visit - These features run from March to October. A range of ideas on beautiful places to visit and stay 
and interesting activities to attend throughout the seasons. Included are - gardens, stately homes, country estates and parks, 
events, fairs, festivals, open days, sales and shows, attractions and holidays in the UK and abroad.
Water - These features run from May to July. Focussing on the different types of ponds available, maintenance and care, 
equipment and accessories, pond plants, wildlife and water features. Also covering rain water harvesting, watering and 
irrigation options, water conservation and efficiency, courses and events, hot tubs, spas and exercise pools, private water 
supplies and drainage. 
Garden Accessories - These features run from April to September. Bringing together a range of accessories from gardening 
tools, protective clothing, gadgets and technology to furniture, garden-party equipment, ornaments and gifts….and so much more.

AUGUST
Great Places to Visit – See details below.
Speakers - Our hugely popular annual guide to garden and 
gardening speakers and lecturers. 
Garden Accessories – See details below.

APRIL
Great Places to Visit – See details below.
Special Plants  - A great opportunity for specialist nurseries 
to offer expert advice and to promote particular plants, as well 
as rare and unusual varieties, to the committed gardener.
Garden Accessories – See details below.

SEPTEMBER
Great Places to Visit – See details below.
Planning and Planting - Now is the time to order bulbs, 
roses, perennials, wild flowers, trees, shrubs and hedging 
plants - and get planting! 
Garden Accessories – See details below.

MAY
Great Places to Visit – See details below.
Water – See details below.
Bees and Wildlife - To coincide with World Bee Day we'll 
look at bee keeping, bee friendly plants, products and gift 
ideas. This feature will include helping all wildlife in our 
gardens with plants and ideas to encourage butterflies and 
birds and wilding the garden.
Garden Accessories – See details below.

OCTOBER
Time to Plant - Still time for bulbs and perennials plus now is 
the time to really start focussing on trees, shrubs and hedging.
Great Places to Visit – See details below.

NOVEMBER
Trees, Shrubs and Hedging - A feature which looks at 
buying and planting shrubs, trees and hedging and their 
pruning and maintenance.
Christmas Gift Guide - Christmas gift ideas, what and 
where to buy. 
Christmas Special - Christmas events, places to visit and 
festive eating. 

JUNE
Great Places to Visit – See details below.
Water – See details below.
Garden Accessories – See details below.

JULY
Great Places to Visit – See details below.
Water – See details below.
Garden Accessories – See details below.

WINTER (DEC, JAN AND FEB)
Christmas Gift Guide - Christmas gift ideas, what and 
where to buy.
Winter Walks and Snowdrops - A look ahead to the excitement 
of snowdrops and where you can see them plus gardens open 
throughout the year to offer the best in winter walks. 
Holidays and Mini-breaks - The perfect time for our 
readers to plan holidays and mini-breaks.
Trees - Still time to plant trees, shrubs and hedging. A 
feature which looks at buying and planting shrubs, trees and 
hedging and their pruning and maintenance. 

ADVERTISING FEATURES
We offer special all counties prices when advertising within our features, plus 100 words of free editorial 
with your advertisement. Please ask for more details. 
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